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21 October 1962 



MEMORANDlfM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT Reconna t sunce of Cuba 


?o l 1 3w; ;.g 

bpeclal Group ( 
reconnal saance 
1 May 1961 Ci.* 


is a chronoiogicai résumé of considérât Ion» by the 
5M2^ and the Spécial Group (Augmented) of 0-2 
activitle* over Cuba. Thla «umnary begins «a of 
after * ne 5ay jf Piga) 


11 May 1961 . 
fllghta over Cuba 


* 1 was dgreed that pollcy approval for 0-2 

i s *t : 1 1 ir. f?f fect . 


1 february 1962 . 

per .oonr.?. ta two. 


The Cuba Missions were atepped up frow om 


14 Jung 1962 . A 
flights nu authorired 


COHOR reconmendâtlon that two addltlonai 
for ..'une vas approved by the Group. 


^2. iX uly 19t>2. (Augmented Group) Hr. McCone emphasUed Chat 
reconnaissance ot Cuba na a developed complet# Information On 
déployant md facllltles for the Army, Jlavy and Air Force, and 
.bat .t bas verlfled che fact that there la aufflclant ionistic 

support for a 75 000 sar. -.nilitary force. No aalaalla altea hâve 

Ji’en .ou nxi . 


12 J u 1 y 1962 
authorlzed schedule 


The Group agreed to continue wtth the presently- 
of two fllghta per mooth. 


19 July 1962 . Cuba 
cover mg reconnaissance 
pattern vas retteraced. 


waa conaldered as part of a set of proposais 
world-vlds. Tha two flights per aonth 
(Ihls waa Later approved by higher authorlty.) 


Làu& u *tu-iî PJ.- The Group agreed chat the second mission 


•s ut hcr! zed for Àugust snould b* flown 


the DC1 décidés that 


tn« Imædlate situation with respect to Soviet aaterUl ^tlf les It. 
t waa noted tnat thla vould use up existii* authorisations for 
Auguat and lf a tbird Mission ahould bacome nacassary later In the 
uionth. it s hou U be conaldered on ita nairlts at Chat tins . 


IDEAL! JT 


25X1A 
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30 August 1962 . In connection wlch tha Agency' s aonthiy 
forecast , General Carter mentlorted that there ratght be an 
additlonal requirement for fllghts over Cuba. 

U September i962 . At a spacial meeting attended by the 
Secretary A State, the Attorney Ceneral, tha Actlng OCI and otbera, 

*. he Secretarv -Kpressed concern over the Agency'a planned coverage 
of Cuba. He objected particulariy to the propoaal to combine 
extensive overflyirg of International veters with actuai over- 
fllgbts. As a reault of thls discussion, lt vas agreed that the 
Agency'a propoaed coverage would nave to be brokhn loto four 
parts - one over the Isle of Pires, on* over the weetécA end of 
Cuba, and two legs a long t ne coast - one nottk and one south. 

Wlthin thls framework, nlgher authorlty iater gave approval for 
three fllghts ln addition to those already authorired, with 
priorlty to the overflights. (Note: The Agency latet secured 
agréaient to continue the laie of Pinea leg over the Bay of Figs 
area, after considérable négociation with State. ) 

14 Septeaber 1962 . A JCS représentative outilned the 
capabiiit les for low- levai coverage of certain targets in Cuba, 
lt vas noted that the Secretary of Defense dld not wish thls 
operation considered further untll the résulta of Agency reconnais* 
sance ln the santé area became aval labié. General Carter seid that 
spécial efforts wlll be requlred to ideatlfy certain inata liât ions, 
the natureof vhich Ls not ciear at prêtent . 

27 Septeaber 1962 . An additlonal nisaloa for Cuba ws» «fpwsl. 

4 October L9b2 (Augmenced Groupj . The DC1 polnted ©ut tbat 
the Agencv is now restrlcted to uslng tha 3-2 ln tha eouthaaatern 
quadrant of Cuba, becauae of the SAM sitee. It vas quaationod 
vhether thls vas a reasonable restriction at thls cime, particulariy 
since the SAMs vere alaoat certalnly not opérât iona 1 . 

9 October 1962 /Aumaented Group) . Tha Group diacuaaad tha 
spactruso of possibla reconnaissance activitias. Itiai sgræd that 
first priorlty should be glven to one U-2 in the western part of tha 
island. Depending on tha résulta of thls, a ntasber of siallar 
sorties might be mounted. (lligher suthoricy later approved tha 
one mission, leaving the second proposition open.) 

15 October 1962 . At a spécial meeting two 0-2 miss iona, designed 
to cover ail of Cube, vers approved. These vers concurred la by 
hlgher authorlty. 

After the 15th of October, additlonal coverage waa agreed OO at 
other meetings. The Spécial Group waa not oorrveoed for thia pur pose. 


X. { - ‘A 

The oh s A. rarrott 
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